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ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS. 


SAINTS DELIGHT TO KNOW WHAT THE 


BIBLE CONTAINS. 


Saints have the spirit of their 
heavenly Father. They do, in 
some degree, possess that spirit of 
universal and disinterested benev- 
olence, which God possessed from 
eternity, which he displays in time 
and which he will continue to dis- 
play for ever. They are the real 
friends of God and heartily at- 
tached to his character and con- 
duct. There is, therefore, rea- 
son to suppose, that they delight 
in the knowledge of divine truth. 
This supposition is confirmed by 
the character, which is ascribed 
to saints in the scriptures. It is 
written, ‘“ Blessed is the man, 
that walketh not im the counsel of 
the ungodly, nor standeth in the 
way of sinners, nor sittethin the 
seat of the scornful. But his de- 
light is in the law of the Lord; 
and in his law doth he meditate 
day and night.”” The hundred and 
nineteenth psalm describes the ex- 
cellence of the sacred scriptures, 
and the pleasure of saints in the 
knowledge of divine truth. The 
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psalmist says unto God, “ Thy 
word have I hid in my heart.— 
Teach me thy statutes. I will 
meditate in thy precepts. I will 
delight myself in thy statutes.— 
Open thou mine eyes, that I may 
behold wondrous things out of thy 
law. ‘Thy testimonies are my de- 
light and my counsellors. Thy 
statutes have been my song in the 
house of my pilgrimage. The law 
of thy mouth is better unto me 
than thousands of gold and silver. 
O how love I thy law! it is my 
meditation all the day. Ilove thy 
commandments above gold ; yea, 
above fine gold. How sweet are 
thy words unto my taste! yea, 
sweeter than honey to my mouth.” 
The psalm, from which these 
texts are taken, was composed for 
the church of God, and designed 
to express the feelings of real 
saints. And it clearly shows, that 
they have a high degree of de- 
light in the knowledge of what is 
contained in the scriptures. 

But it is my main object to show 
why saints delight to know what 
is contained in the Bible. Here it 
may be observed, 
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1. They delight to know what 
the Bible contains, because it re- 
veals the true character of God. 
The works of creation and provi- 
dence display the perfections of 
the divine character, but with less 
clearness than they are revealed 
in the scriptures. Mankind, for 
thousands of years, have generally 
been destitute of divine revelation. 
And the unhappy consequence has 
been, that they have also been 
destitute of the true knowledge of 
God. But they, who have been 
favoured with the Bible, have 
generally known God, though they 
have not glorified himasGod. This 
proves, that the Bible clearly dis- 
covers the divine character. And 
all saints love the true character 
of God. They, therefore, desire 
the knowledge of the scriptures, 
which were designed to display the 
divine perfections ‘They desire 
to know all, that can be known of 
the power, knowledge, wisdom, 
goodness, justice, mercy, faithful- 
ness, and sovereignty of God. And 
since God has, in the scriptures, 
given the fullest discoveries of his 
attributes, they desire to under- 
stand his word, that they may 
learn his natural and moral ex- 
cellencies. The sacred writers 
abound in the most animated de- 
scriptions «f the Deity. And these 
descriptions afford peculiar inter- 
est and satisfaction to the friends 
of God. They love to hear the 
character of God described, and 
are pleased to know that he is su- 
premely great and supremely 


good: ‘The very character of God, 


which is so painful to sinners, is 
extremely delightful to saints.— 
They love holy benevolence in all 
its branches, for its supreme ex- 
cellence and beauty. By the light 
of divine truth they perceive, that 
the whole moral character of God 
consists in disinterested benevo- 
lence ; and that such benevolence 
governs all his natural attributes 
and all his designs and conduct. 
The whole system of truth, which 
is revealed in the scriptures, gives 
the most glorious and delightful 
exhibition of the divine character, 
which is to saints the object of 
their supreme attention. And for 
this reason, they delight to know 
what the Bible contains. 


2. Saints delight to know, what 
the Bible contains, because it re- 
veals the supreme and ultimate 
end of God in all hisworks. This 
end could never be discovered by 
rational creatures, without a di- 
vine revelation. ‘Though enlight- 
ened heathens have formed some 
proper conceptions of the natural 
and moral attributes of God; yet 
they never could discover his de- 
signs in the works of creation and 
providence. And it is easy to see, 
that it is impessible to discover 
what God intends, unless he re- 
veals his intentions. God knows 
our intentions, because he can 
look into our hearts. But we can- 
not know his intentions by intui- 
tion. We cannot look into his 
heart, and discover his designs.— 
But as God has formed his deter- 
minations from eternity, he is able 
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to reveal as many of his designs as 
he pleases. And it is happy for us, 
that he has, in the scriptures, re- 
vealed his original and eternal pur- 
pose, which he purposed in Christ 
Jesus. The Bible unfolds the 
purposes of divine wisdom and 
grace. By his word God lets us 
know the end, at which he aims, 
in all his conduct from the begin- 
ning to the end of time. This 
knowledge throws light upon our- 
selves, upon the world ion which 
we live, upon all the objects that 
surround us, and upon the dark- 
est dispensations of providence. 
Such light is exceedingly pleasant 
to every benevolent person; for 
such persons believe that God 
formed all his purposes in the ex- 
ercise of perfect benevolence.— 
Hence, they choose to know the 
designs of God, rather than to 
know the designs of all the courts 
of Europe, of all the nations of the 
earth, of all the angels of heaven, 
of all the intelligent creatures in 
the universe. For the designs of 
creatures are subjected to the de- 
signs of God, whose counsel shall 
stand, and who will do all his 
pleasure. Hence, saints had rather 
understand the Bible than all other 
books, which, without the Bible, 
would leave them in total igno- 
rance of the most impertant and 
the most desirable knowledge.— 
The divine purposes are the high- 
est source of happiness to the 
friends of God. Nothing gives 
greater joy to the saints and an- 
gels in heaven than the knowledge 
of the divine decrees. And the 
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same knowledge affords to saints 
on earth the highest and purest 
enjoyment. They love to have 
the Bible explained, and the su- 
preme end of God in his decrees, 
and in his conduct, unfolded in all 
its greatness, and in all its glory. 
Their hearts are warmed with di- 
vine love and filled with holy joy 
in view of the supreme and ulti- 
mate end of God, in all the won- 
ders of creation, providence and 
redemption. 

3. Saints delight in knowing what 
is contained in the Bible, because 
it reveals the conduct of God. A 
great part of the Bible is histori- 
cal, and gives the most complete 
and authentic account of the di- 
vine conduct, from the beginning 
of the world to the days of the 
apostles. This sacred volume re- 
lates the creation of the heavens 
and the earth, and gives us the 
only certain account of the com- 
mencement of time. It relates the 
conduct of God towards the an- 
gels of light and the angels of dark- 
ness. It relates the conduct of 
God towards mankind, both before 
and after the fall. It gives a com- 
prehensive history of the provi- 
dential dealings of God towards 
the world before the flood, and 
from that event unto the death of 
Christ. It informs us of the vari- 
ous methods which God took to 
prepare the world for the advent 
of Christ, and for his death on the 
cross. These were in themselves 
great events, but still greater in 
their connections. They were 
necessary to effect the great pur- 
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pose of redemption, and therefore 
displayed, in the strongest light, 
the power, the wisdom, the faith- 
fulnes and the sovereignty of God. 
It is delightful to saints to trace the 
corduct of God in the execution 
of his gracious designs. Profane 
history gives an account of the 
views, designs and conduct of men. 
But sacred history informs us how 
God has ordered and directed all 
things in the course of his provi- 
dence to answer bis own designs, 
and promote the highest interests 
of the universe. Hence sacred his- 
tory is vastly more agreeable to 
the friends of God than all other 
histories. Saints are delighted to 
see how God has smiled and 
frowned, how he has saved and 
destroyed, how he has exalted and 
debased kingdoms and nations, 
for the benefit of his church, and 
the accomplishment of his pre- 
dictions and promises. In the sa- 
cred history, they see how floods 
and flames, storms and tempests, 
convulsions and revolutions, and 
all the great events of providence 
have concurred to ptomote the 
glory of God in the salvation of his 
people. The history of the divine 
conduct, which is revealed and 
related in the scriptures, most 
tenderly and joytully affects the 
hearts of all pious persons. 

4. Saints delight to understand 
the Bible, because it clearly de- 
scribes the native character and 
condition of mankind. No philos- 
ophers, historians, nor poets, have 
fully unfolded the corruption of 
the human heart. Though they 
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have told us how mankind, in dif- 
ferent ages and parts of the world 
have acted; yet they have never 
told us how they have felt, nor 
fully described the moral deprav- 
ity of the human heart. But God, 
whosearches every heart, has ful- 
ly revealed the human heart in 
his word. In his word, he has 
drawn the character and condi- 
tion of mankind to the life. And 
pious persons desire to know their 
own hearts and to see the fountain 
of iniquity, which exists within 
themselves. ‘Chey desire to un- 
derstand what God has taught con- 
cerning the fall of man, the de- 
generacy of human nature, and 
the total selfishness of the human 
heart, that they may know how 
mankind appear in the sight of 
God, and what they deserve at the 
hands of bis justice. Indeed, they 
desire to know the real character 
of all intelligent beings in heaven, 
earth and hell. And since God 
has drawn the character of all his 
moral subjects, they desire to un- 
derstand the true sense of every 
passage of scripture, which delin- 
eates the character of any moral 
agent. ‘They desire to know the 
truth, and the whole truth, re- 
specting the hearts of moral be- 
ings. Yet the native character 
and condition of mankind, on ac- 
count of their connection with the 
purpose and the glory of God in 
the redemption of sinners, are sub- 
jects of the deepest attention to 
saints. And they are highly grati- 
fied, as well as interested, by the 
knowledge of the truth, on these 
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important subjects. It is only in 
view of the moral depravity, the 
ill-desert und vileness of human 
beings, that they can discern the 
height and depth, and length and 
breadth of divine grace in their 
salvation. 

5. Saints desire to know what 
the Bible contains, because it re- 
veals the will of God. It is the 
language ofevery christian’s heart, 
“ Lord, what wilt thou have me to 
do?” The Bible reveals the con- 
ditions of eternal life, and shews 
all persons how they may enjoy 
the favor of God forever. And 
saints desire to know these con- 
ditions, however self-denying they 
may be. ‘They are not afraid that 
God will require more than he 
ought to require, and therefore 
they are willing and desirous to 
hear the law and the gospel ex- 
plained in their full extent. They 
are willing to know their whole 
duty, and therefore they are wil- 
ling to understand every doctrine, 
every precept, and every prohi- 
bition, which is contained in the 
Bible. It is the desire and prayer 
of their hearts, that they may 
know what is that good and per- 
fect will of God, which he has re- 
vealed in the scriptures. And 
whenever the doctrines and duties 
of the gospel are clearly explain- 
ed and forcibly inculcated, their 
hearts rejoice, as if they had found 
great spoil. In whatever degree 
saints love to do their duty, in the 
same degree they love to under- 
stand it. It is, therefore, with pe- 
culiar pleasure, that they study 
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and learn from the holy scriptures 
what is pleasing to God. 

6. Saints delight in the script- 
ures, because they unfold the 
scenes of the invisible world.— 
Without the Bible, we could know 
nothing of the scenes beyond the 
grave. The heathen have always 
groped in darkness in respect toa 
future state. ‘Their greatest phi- 
losophers and moralists were leit 
in extravagant conjectures res- 
pecting the existence and condit- 
ion of the soul after death. They 
did not know whether it would 
exist; and if it did, whether it 
would be happy or miserable ; 
and if happy, in what its happi- 
ness would consist ; or if miserable, 
in what its misery would consist. 
But the Bible has clearly revealed 
its future and eternal existence. 
It assures saints of future exist- 
ence, and of eternal happiness in 
the enjoyment of God, and of all 
the blessings and glories of his 
holy kingdom. It describes heay- 
en and hell; and places the scenes 
of eternity in the most glorious, 
amiable and awful light. Now, 
saints desire to exist forever, and 
to enjoy the presence and favor 
of God. Hence, their hearts are 
filled with love, hope and joy, 
while the scriptures are opened, 
and they behold by the light of 
truth such glorious and boundless 
prospects. It may be added, 

7. Saints delight to understand 
the Bible, because it reveals the 
final issue of all things. Accord- 
ing to the scriptures, all creatures 
and all events will be subservient 
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to the most perfect exhibition and 
gratification of the infinite godd- 
ness of God, and to the greatest 
extent of holiness and happiness, 
that can exist in created beings. 
All the works of God in creation, 
providence and redemption, will 
terminate in the wisest and best 
manner, that he can desire or con- 
ceive. Saints desire that the 
highest holiness and happiness of 
the universe may be promoted and 
secured. And it is the comfort 
and joy of their hearts, that there 
never will exist under the divine 
government any creature or any 
event, but what is connected with 
the greatest good of the intelligent 
universe. ‘They rejoice that God 
will move and turn all things, so 
as to accomplish the greatest, wis- 
est and best ends. ‘They are as- 
sured by the scriptures of truth, 
that they can desire nothing bet- 
ter respecting their Creator, their 
fellow creatures and themselves, 
than what God is disposed and de- 
termined to accomplish. It is 
therefore, with the highest enjoy- 
ment and satisfaction, that saints 
ebtain from the Bible the know- 
ledge of the happy and glorious 


result of all things. 
JUDAH. 
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SHE TROUBLES AND GOMFORTS OF 


CHRISTIANS ON EARTH. 


It is written, ** Man is born unto 
trouble, as the sparks fly upward.” 
Numerous and constant troubles 
are the portion of human beings 
in the present life. ‘They who 








become truly pious, are not se- 
cured against the evils and sor- 
rows which abeund in this evil 
world. In their persons, in their 
estates and connections, they are 
liable to many afflictions. Weak- 
ness and sickness, decay and death, 
attend their bodies. And many 
and various are the evils, which 
they experience in respect to 
their spiritual and eternal inter- 
ests. It is very certain, that the 
-children of God may in this life 
frequently walk in the midst of 
trouble. And besides the common 
troubles of human life, they ex- 
perience some troubles, which are 
peculiar to themselves. 

They are usually troubled on 
account of their past sins. They 
are sinners by nature. And often 
their early days are wholly pass- 
ed in the practice of iniquity.— 
When they are brought to the 
knowledge of the truth, and are 
rightly affected by their past c: n- 
duct, they have much trouble and 
sorrow of heart for their sins and 
follies. ‘To real penitents, God 
says, * Then shall ye remember 
your own evil ways and your do- 
ings, that were not good, and shall 
loathe yourselves in your own 
sight for your iniquities and abom- 
inations.”” ‘Though the people of 
God be pardoned and will be say- 
ed from the deserved punishment 
of their iniquities, yet their sinful 
conduet is not, on that account, 
the less evil and hateful in itself. 
And often their past conduct ap- 
pears so sinful, that it greatly op- 
presses and afilicts their spirits. 
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They are troubled by their pres- 
ent imperfection. They know that 
they cught tobe perfectly holy. And 
they labor to guard against what- 
ever is sinful. Yet they find them- 
selves in agreat degree burdened 
and troubled by the power and 
defilement of iniquity. They are 
far from that supreme and con- 
stant love to God, which he most 
justly requires. Nor have they 
that constant and impartial affec- 
tion to their fellow creatures, 
which they are sensible they 
ought to feel and express. No- 
thing less than perfect holiness is, 
in the view of pious persons, their 
present duty. Holiness is, in their 
sight, perfectly excellent and beau- 
tiful, and sin is vile and hateful. 
Their sinful imperfection, there- 
fore, is a constant grief to their 
hearts. The Psalmist says, “* Mine 
iniquities are gone over mine 
head; as an heavy burden they 
are too heavy for me.—I am troub- 
led; Iam bowed down greatly ; 
I go mourning all the day long.” 
The Apostle, having described his 
sinful imperfection, exclaims, “« O 
wretched man, that 1am! who 
shall deliver me from the body of 
this death?” Sin is the greatest 
and worst of evils. And so long 
as christians are not perfectly ho- 
ly, they will be troubled by their 
sinful imperfection. _ 

Again—They are troubled by 
the evils, which exist in the 
ehurch. ‘They are strongly at- 
tached to the cause and kingdom 
of God on earth. The interests 
of his kingdom are their interests, 


The Troubles and Comforts of Christians on Earth. 39 


And whatever opposes the pros- 
perity and enlargement of Zion is 
grievous and afflictive to their own 
souls. But the errors and sins, 
the enemies and divisions, which 
are in themselves opposed to the 
purity and happiness of the christ- 
ian church, are very numerous.-— 
In all past ages, great and violent 
opposition to the truth, as it is in 
Jesus, has existed in the world. 
And many persons who profess to 
be christians, are among the most 
powerful and bitter enemies of the 
gospel. At the present day, the 
true church of God is opposed and 
weakened by many errors, and by 
many enemies. If then christians 
look to the whole church of 
Christ on earth, they see many 
evils, by which they have reason 
to be troubled. If they look to 
the single church, to which they 
belong, they will find many evils, 
that are afflictive and painful.— 
There are few single churches, 
which have not such members, as 
afford no pleasing evidence of true 
friendship and faithfulness to the 
Lord Jesus Christ. And in most 
churches, there are such mem- 
bers, as exhibit sorrowful ap- 
pearances of impenitence and im- 
piety. What the Apostle said of 
religious professors in his day may 
be truly said at the present time— 
*« Many walk, of whom I have told 
you often and now tell you, even 
weeping, that they are the ene- 
mies of the cross of Christ ; whose 
end is destruction, whose God is 
their belly, and whose glory is 
in their shame ; who mind earthly 
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things.” Among the greatest 
evils and troubles, which christ- 
ians experience, are the errors 
and sins, which exist in professors 
of the true and holy gospel. 
Again—Christians are troubled 
by the evils which abound in the 
world. They know that mankind 
by nature are universally and to- 
tally estranged from God; that 
they are subjected to his hely dis- 
pleasnre and condemned by the law 
to the pains of endless death. They 
see the greater part of their fel- 
low creatures are involved in the 
grossest ignorance and the most 
destructive delusions and super- 
Stitions. The Psalmist says, « The 
dark places of the earth are full 
of the habitations of cruelty.” 
The people of God have often 
seen the world filled with violence, 
and covered with blood. And this 
world still affords constant and 
abundant occasion for grief and 
sorrow to such persons, as either 
fear God or regard man. By the 


wickedness and misery, which so. 


generally prevail on the earth, 
the people of God are often oblig- 
ed to * walk in the midst of troub- 
le.”” The evils and troubles, which 
have now been mentioned, are, in 
a greater or less degree, common 
to all pious persons. And they 
are liable to be distressed and dis- 
heartened by these great evils and 
constant troubles. 

But let us now turn our atten- 
tion to the bright and pleasant 
side of things; and consider the 
comforts of christians, even in the 
midst of their troubles. In all their 


troubles there is a sufficient and 
immutable foundation for their 
consolation. God is the com- 
fort of his people. To his peo- 
ple he says, “1, even I, am he, 
that comforteth you.” In God, 
his people see infinite perfection 
and excellence. His knowledge, 
power, wisdom, goodness, mercy 
and faithfulness are unchangeable. 
In the exercise of perfect and in- 
finite goodness, he has made, and 
‘preserves, and governs all things. 
And he will cause all things to sub- 
serve his own glury, and the glo- 
ry of his kingdom and the good of 
his people. Under his perfect gov- 
ernment there can exist nothing, 
but what shall be, on the whole, 
wisest and best. In view of his 
perfections, desigas and works, 
the people of God will be raised 
above all their troubles, and com- 
forted with everlasting consola- 
tion. When they truly turn to 
God and rest upon him, they now 
find support and relief. To his 
afflicted disciples, the Savior said, 
«+ Let not your hearts be troubled ; 
ye believe in God, believe also in 
me.” ‘True faith in God and the 
Lord Jesus Christ will relieve and 
remove the troubles of his people, 


_and afford peace and joy to their 


hearts. In God there is a suffic- 
ient and immoveable foundation of 


comfort to his people, whatever 
may be their troubles. 

And God promises to comfort 
his people. By Isaiah, it is writ- 
ten, “The Lord shall comfort Zi- 
on; he will comfort all her waste 
places ; and he will make her wil- 
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derness as Eden, and her desert 
like the garden of the Lord; joy 
and gladness shall be found there- 


in; thanksgiving and the voice of 


melody.” By Jeremiah, God says, 
“T will turn their mourning into 
joy, and will comfort them, and 
make them rejoice from their sor- 
row.—My people shall be satisfied 
with my goodness.”” And the Sav- 
ior says, ** Blessed are they that 
mourn ; for they shall be comfort- 
ed.” 'T’o his disciples he also said, 
‘ T will not leave you comfort- 
less.” There are many other di- 
vine promises, which afford as- 
surance, that God will comfort his 
people respecting all the evils, 
troubles and sorrows they ever ex- 
perience. It is written, “ all things 
work together for good to them 
that love God.” The people of 
God are often involved in great 
darkness respecting many evils, 
which they suffer in this lfe.— 
‘They may imagine that there can 
be no wise and good reasons for 
their troubles. But God has the 
wisest and best reasons forhis own 
conduct in their bitterest afflic- 
tions and heaviest sorrows. And 
he is able and willing to fulfil his 
promises to his people. They 
ought, therefore, to be assured, 
that be will turn their sorrow into 
joy, and their troubles into com- 
forts. He is faithful to his prom- 
ises of everlasting consolation to 
his people. 

Again— The conduct of God to- 
wards his people, agrees with his 
promises. They have been oblig- 
ed to turn to him for light, sup- 
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port and comfort. And they have 
always found him a refuge and 
strength, and a very present help 
in trouble. In many instances the 
whole church of God on earth has 
been surrounded by enemies and 
dangers. and been brought to the 
very verge of destruction. But 
God has protected, relieved, and 
preserved his kingdom, in the face 
of earth and hell. Every pious 
person has frequently been in the 
midst of trouble; but God has 
never forgotten, nor forsaken those 
who have trusted in him. Jacob 
and Joseph, Job and David, Daniel 
and Joseph, had severe and pain- 
ful afflictions and trials; but they 
were even in this life, abundantly 
comforted and satisfied in respect 
to all their sorrows, From their 
own experience, the people of 
God have had reason to say— 
«© The Lord will not cast off for- 
ever; but though he cause grief, 
yet will he have compassion ac- 
cording to the multitude of his 
mercies; for he doth not afflict 
willingly nor grieve the children 
of men.” From the perfections, 
the promises, and the conduct of 
God, it is certain that his people 
will have comforts, exceeding a- 
bundantly above all their troubles. 
Since christians are subjected 
to many troubles in this life, they 
ought not to expect freedom from 
trouble, while they remain on 
earth. They are very apt to de- 
ceive themselves in respect to 
their present state. They com- 
monly imagine, they may have 
fewer and less troubles in future, 
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than they have had in times that 
are past, or than they have at 
present. If they have had many 
troubles, they hope on that ac- 
count, they have already suffered 
their portion of affliction and sor- 
row. If their present prospects 
are favorable, and they perceive 
no way, in which troubles may 
arise, they are ready to promise 
themselves they shall have rest. 
In his prosperity Job said, “I shall 
die in my nest, and J shall multi- 
ply my days as the sand.” But 
how little did he then foresee of 
what he had to suffer in the future 
events of divine providence. ‘I'he 
Psalmist says, ‘¢*In my prosperity, 
I said, I shall never be moved.— 
Lord, by thy favor thon hast made 
my mountain to stand strong.”— 
But his mountain soon shook and 
trembled, and he was thrown into 
trouble. The experience of pious 
persons in all ages, the declara- 
tions of divine truth, the condition 
of this world, and the design of 
their present existence, unite to 
teach the people of God never to 
expect freedom from trouble, 
while they remain on earth. They 
ought to be assured that they shall 
experience the accomplishment of 
the Savior’s declaration to his dis- 
ciples—“‘In the world ye shall 
have tribulation.” 

If the people of God have com- 
forts as well as troubles in this 
life, then we may easily forma 
correct opinion of their present 
state. Incorrect opinions on this 
subject, very commonly exist. It 
is sometimes thought that if per- 


sons become truly pious, they will 
have no more trouble and sorrow. 
But it is also supposed, that pious 
persons, in this life, are commonly 
gloomy, afflicted and sorrowful.— 
In the scriptures, christians are 
taught to expect enemies and con- 
flicts, temptation and troubles.— 
But they are required to be al- 
ways contented and joyful. Chris- 
tians sometimes speak of great 
darkness, distress and discourage- 


“ment. At other times, they speak 


of their comforts and joys. What, 
then, is the truth respecting the 
present state of pious persons? Is 
it happy or unhappy? Their state 
on earth is doubtless, strangely 
mixed with light and darkness, 
trouble and comfort, sorrow and 
joy, hope and fear, good and evil, 
glory and shame. In themselves, 
they are sinful, guilty, hateful, 
wretched and ruined creatures.— 
Nor can this world, nor can all 
created beings afford any real re- 
lief and permanent happiness to 
their souls. But pious persons 


turn to God and trust in him. If 


they look toGod, they have light 
and life, joey and glory. In the 
state of christians on earth, there 
are things directly.and totally op- 
posite. If they are seen without 
God for their hope and portion, 
they have nothing, and are worse 
than nothing. If they are seen 
with God, all things are theirs, 
and their state is safe, happy and 
glorious. The whole truth res- 
pecting their comforts and troub- 
les, respecting God and them- 
selves must be regarded, if we 
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would form a correct opinion of 
the present state of real christ- 
ians.——-Though christians have 
troubles as well as comforts, they 
have no reason to be dishearten- 
ed by the evils they experience. 
Their troubles are so many, so 
constant, and sometimes so unex- 
pected and unaccountable, that 
they are liable to sink into dis- 
tress and discouragement. Some- 
times they have refused to be com- 
forted, and have resolved to har- 
den themselves in sorrow. And 
they may for a time renounce 
their faith and hope in God. Zi- 
on said, “The Lord hath forsak- 
en me, and my Lord hath forgot- 
ten me.” But God said, ** Can a wo- 
man forget her suckling child, that 
she should not have compassion on 
the son of her womb? yea, they may 
forget, yet will I not forget thee. 
Behold, | have graven thee upon 
the palms of my hands; thy walls 
are continually before me.” ‘The 
apostie says to christians, “* There 
hath no temptation taken you, but 
such as is common to man: but 
God is faithful, who will not suffer 
you to be tempted above that ye 
are able; but will with the temp- 
tation also make a way to escape, 
that ye may be able to bear it.” 
James says, “ My brethren, count 
it all joy, when ye fall into divers 
temptations.” And Peter says, 
‘* Beloved, think it not strange 
concerning the fiery trial, that is 
to try you.” 

Though christians have no rea- 
son to be disheartened by their 
troubles, they ought always to 
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trust in God for comfort. When 
they turn to God in trouble, they 
find support and comfort in him. 
But they often turn from God in 
their troubles and seek relief and 
help from creatures. Yet they 
find that all creatures are misera- 
ble comforters. The children of 
God should have their hearts al- 
ways fixed by trusting in him.— 
Then they would never be great- 
ly moved, but would be exceed- 
ingly joyful in all their tribulation. 
His perfections, his promises and 
his conduct, are as firm as the 
everlasting mountains, and more 
durable than the foundations of the 
earth. 

Though christians may always 
find comfort in God, yet since they 
will have troubles as long as they 
live, their dismission from this 
world must be to christians a very 
joyful event. When removed from 
this state of sin, shame and sor- 
row, they will have received all 
their evil things, and they will be 
comforted and joyful forever.— 
The apostle says, ** Our light af- 
fliction which is but for a mo- 
ment, worketh for us a far more 
exceeding and eternal weight of 
glory; while we look nut at the 
things which are seen, but at the 
things which are not seen: for the 
things that are seen, are tempo- 
ral; but the things that are not 
seen, are eternal.” The pious 
Psalmist in his troubles and sor- 
rows on earth, could turn to God, 
and in view of heaven, could say, 
“As for me, I will behold thy face 
in righteousness: I shall be satis- 
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fied, when I awake with thy like- 
ness.” ZEBULON. 


—-—— 


SERMONS—No. II. 


CONSTANT ADVANCEMENT IN RELIGION 


THE DUTY OF CHRISTIANS. 


PHILLIP. 11. 13.— This one thing I do. 


In the chapter, which contains 
the text, the apostle describes his 
religious character before he em- 
braced the gospel. He then de- 
clares his sentiments respecting 
the Lord Jesus Christ and the 
method of salvation through his 
death. Though he was conscious 
of true faith in the Savior and of 
a good hope through grace, yet 
he was deeply sensible of his mor- 
alimperfection. He says, “ Not 
as though I had already attained, 
either were already perfect; but 
follow after, if that [ may appre- 
hend that for which also [ am ap- 
prehended of Jesus Christ. Breth- 
ren,I count not myself to have 
apprehended ; but this one thing 
I do, forgetting those things, which 
are behind and reaching forth un- 
to those things, which are before, 
I press toward the mark for the 
prize of the high calling of God 
in Christ Jesus.” Constant ad- 
vancement in religious attainments 
was the object of the apostle. And 
it should be the object of every 
christian. In respect to this ob- 
ject every christian should be a- 
ble truly to say, «¢ This one thing 
Ido.” This, then, is the senti- 
ment, which lies before us in the 


present discourse ; Constant ad- 
vancement in religion is the duty 
of every christian. 

To illustrate this sentiment ii 
is proposed, 

I. Tio show in what respects 
christians may advance in relig- 
ion ; and, 

Ii. T'o show that constant ad- 
vancement in such respects is the 
duty of every christian. It is pro- 
posed, 

1. ‘Yo show in what respects 
christians may advance in religion. 
And it may be observed, 

1. ‘That christians may advance 
The 


ior said unio his disciples, * it is 


in divine knowledge. Sav- 
riven unto you to know the mys- 
teries of the kingdom of heaven.” 
Respecting divine subjects christ- 
ians have real knowledge; and 
not merely notions and opinions. 
This knowledge begins, when God, 
who commanded the light to shine 
from darkness, shines in their 
hearts, to give the light of the 
knowledge of his glory in the face 
This true knowl- 
edge of divine things is, at first, 
very limited and indistinct. But 
For it 
is written, “ The path of the just 
is as the shining light, that shin- 
eth more and more unto the per- 
fect day.” As christians advance 
in divine knowledge, their views 
of the same subjects become more 
accurate and extensive. ‘They 
also become acquainted with a 
greater number of subjects. And 
they more clearly perceive the 


of Jesus Christ. 


it will constantly increase. 


connections and consequences of 
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the essential doctrines and duties 
of the gospel. Divine truth ex- 
hibits the perfections, designs and 
works of God. As these subjects 
of religious instruction are un- 
bounded, so no limits can be set to 
the progress of christians in divine 
knowledge. They may advance 
in their knowledge of divine truth 
forever. 

2. Christians may advance in 
holiness. 
affection in christians be pertectly 


‘Thongh every gracious 


holy and pure; yet, in this life, 
they have many affections, that 
are totally unholy and = sinful.— 
While they are imperiect, their 
progress in holiness chiefly consists 
in the increasing constancy of ho- 
ly affections. In this respect they 
may greatly advance, though in 
the present life they never become 
perfectly holy. The holy atlec- 
tions of christians may also be- 
come more enlarged, as well as 
more constant. As they obtain a 
more thorough and_ extensive 
knowledge of divine things, their 
hearts are enlarged in the exercise 
of holy affections. In the con- 
stancy and enlargement of their 
holy affections, christians may ad- 
vance during the present life.— 
And in the enlargement of holy 
affections they may advance for- 
ever. Though christians are per- 
fectly holy, when they enter heav- 
en, yet this perfection no more 
implies that they cannot then ad- 
vance in holiness, than the perfec- 
tion of God, of angels and saints 
implies, that they are equally ho- 
ly. As perfectly holy beings are 
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not equal in the degrees of holi- 
ness, so the saints, when perfectly 
holy, may in an important respect, 
still advance in holiness. Astheir 
natural capacity shall be increased 
by divine knowledge, their moral 
perfection will be advanced by 
the enlargement of holy affections. 

3. Christians may advance in 
usefulness. To his disciples the 
Savior says, «+ Ye are the salt of 
the earth. Ye are the light of the 
world.” By the spirit they pos- 
sess, the doctrines they maintain, 
the duties they perform and the 
blessings they enjoy, they pre- 
serve all the real virtue, knowl- 
edge, piety and happiness, that 
exist among mankind. The hap- 
py effects of their principles, ex- 
ertions and prayers spread far and 
wide, and continue from age to 
age. In proportion to their know!l- 
edge and holiness, christians are 
prepared and disposed to be use- 
ful. If they are feeble and sickly 
in their spiritual condition, they 
are rather a burden than a benefit 
in the church of God. Like babes, 
they need great and constant at- 
tention, kindness and care, while 
they are unfit for any important ser- 
vice, or useful labor. But growing 
christians are able to assist in the 
cause of truth, and are disposed to 
abound in the work of the Lord. 
They are a help and not a hin- 
drance to their brethren. Many 
christians have, in this life, been 
useful beyond any limits, that we 
can assign. And every christian 
may become “like a tree planted 
by the rivers of water, that bring- 
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eth forth his fruit in his season; 
his leaf also shall not wither; and 
whatsoever he doth shall pros- 
per.” Nor will the usefulness of 
christians cease or lessen in the 
future state. In heaven they will 
serve God for ever with increasing 
knowledge and holiness. And by 
their holy and usefulservices, they 
will afford delight to the holy an- 
gels, and to their redeemed breth- 
ren; to the Lord Jesus Christ, to 
God the Father, and to the eternal 
Spirit. As christians may for ever 
advance in other religious attain- 
ments, so they may for ever ad- 
vance in usefulness. 

4. Christians may advance in 
happiness. ‘heir happiness arises 
from their communion with the 
living and true God. His perfec- 
tions, designs, and works are the 
sources of their delight and joy. 
As these sources of their happi- 
ness are eternal and unbounded, 
their enjoyments may not only 
continue, but increase for ever. 
John writes to his brethren, ** What 
we have seen and heard, declare 
we unto you, that ye also may 
have fellowship with us; and truly 
our fellowship is with the Father 
and with his Son Jesus Christ.— 
And these things write we unto 
you, that your joy may be full.” 
As christians advance in knowl- 


_ edge, holiness and usefulness, their 


spiritual communion with God in- 
creases and they advance in hap- 
piness. Nor is there any thing, that 
can interrupt or lessen their joy. 
God is pleased with his own infinite 
perfections, with all his designs 


and conduct. The existence of ev- 
ery creature, every action and ev- 
ery event, affords delight to the 
supreme Being, who has made all 
things for himself, and works all 
things after the counsel of his own 
will. God sees all things in their 
proper connections and _ conse- 
quences. And though many things 
exist which are evil and hateful 
in themselves, yet their existence 
is, on the whole, wisest and best. 
As the affections and designs of 
God respecting all his creatures, 
and ali events are pertect in wis- 
dom and goodness, he rejoices in 
all his works. And as his peo- 
ple rise above themselves, and 
above all created beings, and en- 
joy more intimate and enlarged 
communion with their heavenly 
Father, their spiritual happiness 
increases. Even in this life, they 
have reason to rejoice always, and 
to rejoice in all things. . And in 
the future state, as the glory of 
God will be for ever unfolding 
with increasing brightness and 
beauty, in the accomplishment of 
his eternal purposes, their hap- 
piness in the knowledge, love, 
service and praise of God, will con- 
tinue and increase for ever. It is 
proposed, 

Il. '[o show that constant ad- 
vancement in religion is the duty 
of every christian. 

The apostle says, “ This one 
thing I do, forgetting the things, 
that are behind, and reaching forth 
unto those things that are before, 
{ press toward the mark for the 
prize of the high calling of God 
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in Christ Jesus.” Though it is 
probable the apostle had made as 
great progress in religion, as any 
christian that ever lived, yet he 
would not rest in any present at- 
tainments. And every christian 
ought to follow his example.— 
That constant advancement in re- 
ligion is the duty of christians may 
appear from the following consid- 
erations. 

1. Their imperfection should 
induce christians to make constant 
advancement in religious attain- 
ments. ‘They are, in all respects, 
very imperfect. ‘The apostle was 
deeply sensible of his imperfec- 
tion, as he declares in our con- 
text. And his imperfection had 
its proper influence upon his 
conduct. It excited him to be 
constant and earnest in his exer- 
tions to advance towards perfec- 
tion. And by the same considera- 
tion every christian should be ex- 
cited to conduct in the same man- 
ner. Whatever progress christ- 
ians may have made in religion, 
they ought to forget the things 
that are behind. They ought to 
consider how far they are from 
the mark they are bound to reach. 
The apostle blames the Hebrew 
christians, because they had made 
no greater progress in divine 
knowledge. He says, ** When 
for the time, ye ought to be 
teachers, ye have need that one 
teach you again, which be the first 
principles of the oracles of God; 
and are become such, as have 
need of milk and not of strong 
meat. For every‘ one, that useth 
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milk, is unskilful in the word of 
righteousness ; for he is a babe.” 
If christians would be but truly 
sensible of their imperfections, 
they would perceive, that the one 
thing, which they ought to desire 
and pursue, is constant advance- 
ment in religious attainments. 

2. God requires christians to 
make constant advancement in re- 
ligion. He says, by the apostle, 
unto the church of the Thessalo- 
nians, “ Furthermore, then, we 
beseech you, brethren, and ex- 
hort you by the Lord Jesus Christ, 
that as ye have received of us, 
how ye ought to walk and please 
God, so ye would abound more 
and more.” Again he says, “ as 
touching brotherly love, ye need 
not that I write unto you, for ye 
yourselves are taught of God to 
love one another. And indeed ye 
do it toward all the brethren, who 
are in all Macedonia; but, we 
beseech you, brethren, that ye in- 
crease more and more.” Peter ur- 
ges his brethren to advance in the 
divine life. He says, “ giving all 
diligence, add to your faith virtue ; 
and to virtue knowledge; and to 
knowledge temperance; and to 
temperance patience; and to pa- 
tience godliness; and to godliness 
brotherly kindness; and to breth- 
erly kindness charity. For if these 
things be in you and abound, they 
make you, that ye shall neither 
be idle nor unfruitful in the knowl- 
edge of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
Again he says, “Grow in grace 


and in the knowledge of our Lord . 


and Savior Jesus Christ.””> These 
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divine requirements urge and bind 
christians, whatever progress they 
may have made, constantly to ad- 
advance in religion. 

3. God has appointed the best 
means to promote the religious 
advancement of christians. To 
the saints at Ephesus, it is writ- 
ten, “¢ He gave some apostles ; and 
some prophets; and some eyan- 
gelists; and some pastors and 
teachers ; for the perfecting of the 
saints; for the work of the minis- 
try; for the edifying of the body 
of Christ; till we all come, in the 
unity of the faith and of the know- 
ledge of the Son of God, unto a 


perfect man, unto the measure of 


the stature of the fulness of Christ; 
that we henceforth be no more 
children tossed to and fro, and 


carried about with every wind of 


doctrine, by the sleight of men and 
cunning craftiness, whereby they 
lie in wait to deceive ; but speak- 
ing the truth in love, may grow 
up into him in all things, who is 
the head, even Christ.” Here we 
are taught, that the great object, 
for which God appoints the re- 
ligious instructions and privileges, 
which christians enjoy, is their 
progress in religious attainments. 
For this purpose they have the 
holy scriptures. For this purpose 
they have the ministry of the gos- 
pel. For this purpose they have 
divine ordinances. For this pur- 
pose they are separated from the 
world by a public profession of 
religion. fAnd for this purpose 


they are subjected to the disci- 
pline, which the Lord Jesus Christ 


requires his churches to maintain 
in his name. Now, since God ap- 
points such means to promote the 
religious advancement of christ- 
ians, they ought to unite with him 
in this important design, and not 
receive his grace in vain. 

4. To obtain the great object of 
their profession, it is necessary for 
christians to advance in religion. 
The knowledge, the service and 
enjoyment of the living and true 
God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
in the present life and in the fu- 
ture existence, are what persons 
profess to desire and pursue, when 
they profess and bear the name of 
christians. ‘To gain the great ob- 
ject of their profession, they must 
renounce every contrary interest 
and pursuit. In our context, the 
apostle says, ‘ Yea, doubtless, 
and [ count all things but loss for 
the excellency of the knowledge 
of Christ Jesus, my Lord; for 
whom I have suffered the loss of 
all things and do count them but 
dung, that I may win Christ.”— 
The blessedness and glory, which 
the apostle sought, he calls “ the 
prize of the high calling of God 
in Christ Jesus.” To gain this 
prize, he constantly labored to ad- 
vance in religious attainments.— 
Without such advancement, he 
knew he could not be prepared to 
be with Christ in heaven. And 
no christian can enter heaven, un- 
til he is completely tormed into a 
vessel of mercy, and fitted for the 
pure and perfect society of those 
blessed mansions. Neither the 
profession, nor the privileges, nor 
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the experiences, nor the sacrifices, 
nor the services, nor the enjoy- 
ments of christians will avail any 
thing towards their admission into 
heaven, unless they become per- 
fect and entire, wanting nothing. 
Unless they advance in religion, 
until they are perfectly holy, they 
never can gain the great object, 
for which they profess to renounce 
the world, the flesh and Satan.— 
They must, therefore, constantly 
advance in religion, in order to 
gain the prize of the high calling 
of God in Christ Jesus. 


IMPROVEMENT. 


1. In view of the attainments, 
in which christians may forever 
advance, it is evident that the 
church must afford the Lord Jesus 
Christ a high degree of delight. 
The growth of any object in what 
is valuable and beautiful is pleas- 
ant. The growth of children is 
interesting and delightful. It is 
pleasant to trace the commence- 
ment and progress of communities, 
whether civil or religious. The 
rise and growth of states, king- 
doms and nations, and their ad- 
vancement in literature, policy, 
science, arts and wealth, have al- 
ways excited a high degree of at- 
tention and interest. But these 
objects, though for a time, they 
advance and flourish, are never 
perfect. They soon decline and 
perish. But christians grow in 
such respects, as are most impor- 
tant and beautiful. And their 
growth continues and increases, 
until they arrive to perfection.— 
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Such is the growth of a christian. 
But consider the growth of the 
whole church. The church may 
be seen in its commencement and 
progress on earth. It has been 
maintained and enlarged through 
successive ages, notwithstanding 
its own weakness and the number 
and power of its enemies. Ata 
future day it will be prosperous 
and triumphant among all nations. 
At the final judgment, the millions 
and millions of redeemed sinners, 
will be raised to the perfection of 
heavenly blessedness and beauty. 
Yet, then, they will for ever ad- 
vance in knowledge, holiness, use- 
fulness and happiness. All this 
life, growth and glory, the church 
receives from the Lord Jesus 
Christ. In him was formed the 
eternal purpose of redemption.— 
He begins and finishes this pur- 
pose. He creates, preserves and 
governs all things in reference to 
his spiritual kingdom. For this 
object he came into the world, be- 
came a man of sorrows and died 
on the cross. But he is now * head 
over all things unto the church, 
which is his body; the fulness of 
him, that filleth all in all.” The 
redemption, advancement and glo- 
ry of the church will for ever ex- 
ercise and gratify his benevolent 
affections. He says, that from 
eternity his ‘ delights were with 
the sons of men.” It is written “for 
the joy set before him, he endur- 
ed the cross.” It is also written, 
«« He shall see of the travail of his 
soul and shall be satisfied.” The 
eternal and increasing excellence 
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and glory of his redeemed people 
will for ever afford the Lord Jesus 
Christ the highest enjoyment and 
satisfaction. 

2. From what has been said in 
the present discourse, it is evident, 
that nu christian can ever have 
any reason to think highly of his 
religious attainments. Mankind 
are, by nature, disposed to think 
themselves something when they 
are nothing. And real christians 
have strong and violent conflicts 
with a proud and selfish spirit.— 
They are liable to think more 
highly of themselves than they 
ought to think. They are apt to 
think highly of their religious 
opinions, affections, services and 
enjoyments. But they have no 
reason to think highly of their 
spiritual attainments. They ought 
not to think that they have al- 
ready attained; or that they are 
already perfect. Compared with 
what some christians have attain- 
ed in this life, most christians have 
made but little progress in relig- 
ion. And their progress appears 
still less, when it is compared with 
what all christians ought to be.— 
But the highest attainments of such 
christians, as have made the great- 
est progress in religion, are not 
worthy to be compared with the 
future attainments of such christ- 
ians, as are now mere babes in 
Christ. Buteven with an eternal 
progression in excellence, christ- 
ians must for ever be nothing and 
less than nothing in the presence 
ef the supreme Being. Christians, 


then, should never think highly of 
themselves, or of their religious 
attainments. It becomes every 
christian to sink into his proper 
place, and to impress very deeply 
upon his own heart the sentiment 
of the apostle, who says, “I am 
nothing.”’ 

3. Since christians should con- 
stantly advance in religion, they 
never should make of themselves 
a standard in respect to religion. 
If.they imagine themselves to be 
a standard in religion, they act as 
if they had already attained, and 
were already perfect. By such 
unwise conduct they prevent their 
progress in religion. To the saints 
at Corinth, the apostle writes, 
‘© We dare not make ourselves of 
the number, or compare ourselves 
with some that commend them- 
selves. but they, measuring them- 
selves by themselves, and compar- 
ing themselves among themselves, 
are not wise.” It is unwise for a 
person to measure himself by him- 
self. And it is more unwise for 
a person to measure other persons 
by himself. Yet many professors 
of religion are so unwise, that they 
will admit of nothing but what 
agrees with themselves. Butit is 
extremely unwise and dangerous 
for a person to try and admit or 
reject things by himself, as if he 
were a standard in religion. Ev- 
ery person ought to try himself by 
the perfect standard of moral rec- 
titude. And every christian ought 
constantly to advance beyond his 
present attainments. Nor ought 
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any christian ever to rest in him- 
self, as a standard in respect to 
religion. 

4. Since constant advaacement 
in religion is the duty ef christ- 
ians, they should be careful to be 
thoroughly acquainted with their 
own imperfections. If they do 
not see in what respects they are 
imperfect and defective, they will 
not see what is to be reformed and 
amended in themselves. Christ- 
ians, then, should be careful to 
obtain a thorough and intimate ac- 
quaintance with themselves, in or- 
der to advance in religious attain- 
ments. Every christian ought to 
be very particular in his attention 
to his failings and blemishes. A 
christian may think favorably of 
himself, because he avoids some 
errors and sins, while he does not 
avoid other errors and sins that 
are equally hateful and pernicious. 
Some real christians are peculiarly 
liable to err in one respect ; while 
other real christians are peculiar- 
ly liable to err in other respects. 
Besides their common impertec- 
tion and depravity, there are par- 
ticular blemishes in every christ- 
ian. These blemishes every christ- 
ian must be exceedingly careful 
and watchful to discover in him- 
self and remove, if he would ad- 
vance in religion. Christians should 
constantly and impartially strive 
for an accurate and increasing 
knowledge of their imperiections, 
that they may remove from them- 
selves every spot and wrinkle and 
every such thing; and that they 
may be holy and without blemish. 
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5. From the present subject, we 
may perceive astriking difference 
between true and false professors 
of religion. This difference re- 
spects advancement in religion. 
As advancement in religion, is the 
constant duty, so it is the constant 
object of real christians. But false 
professors do not advance in the 
christian course. ‘They are not 
truly alive untoGod. Nor do they 
walk in the path of life. How 
can they, while dead in sin, ad- 
vance in spiritual attainments? It 
is certain, that a person, who is 
not a true christian, never grows 
in religion. False converts are 
content with a false hope. They 
think themselves something, when 
they are nothing, and so they de- 
ceive themselves. They may have 
a high opinion of their religious 
character and condition. They 
may imagine they are eminent for 
knowledge, piety and usefu!ness, 
while they are totally destitute of 
every christian attainment and ex- 
ceedingly offensive and loathsome 
in the church of God. It is evi- 
dent, that they are not christians, 
whatever they may think and pro- 
fess, and whatever they appear to 
be, because they make no pro- 
gress in real religion. Without 
life they cannot grow. Though 
they may at first appear well, they 
never appear better. The more 
they are known, the worse they 
appear. As they show no growth, 
they show that they have no life. 
But the real and living christian 
grows. And by his growth he 
shows that heisalive. In respect 
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to growth in the divine life, there 
will always be a striking difference 
between true and false professors 
of religion. 

6. Since constant advancement 
in religion is the duty of every 
christian, we may see one object, 
which christians should always re- 
gard, when they examine them- 
selves. They should be careful 
to inquire and see, whether they 
make any progress in religion.— 
They should not be satisfied, mere- 
ly with evidence that they are 
christians. They should have de- 
cisive evidence that they have ad- 
vanced, and do advance, in relig- 
ious attainments. And they should 
seek for evidence of such advance- 
ment, when they examine them- 
selves. They should inquire 
whether they advance in knowl- 
edge, holiness, usefulness and hap- 
piness. Though christians may be 
sensible, that they have been very 
indolent and: inconstant in their 
course, yet every true christian 
does grow in the divine life.— 
Though they have a humble opin- 
ion of their present attainments, 
yet they may see that they have 
advanced in religion. If christians 
will carefully and impartially ex- 
amine themselves, they may see, 
that they have advanced in divine 
knowledge. And the evidence of 
such advancement they may dis- 
cover in an increasing conviction 
of their own ignorance. They 
may discover evidence of their ad- 
vancement in holiness, by a more 


keen and tender sense of their 
own sin, guilt and shame, of their 
constant and entire dependance up- 
on the mercy of God for every 
blessing, and upon his holy and 
sovereign influence for every gra- 
cieus affection. They may discov- 
er evidence of their advancement 
in usefulness, from a more watch- 
ful and ardent desire to serve and 
please God, and to embrace every 
opportunity to promote his king- 
dom on earth, whatever they may 
sufier for his name’s sake. And 
they may di-cover evidence of ad- 
vapcement in happiness, from a 
spirit of increasing submission, con- 
tentment, gratitude and patience, 
under the trying and humbling al- 
lotments of divine providence.— 
As christians do advance in relig- 
ious attainments, they are bound 
to see, with self-abasement, the 
truth, the power, the mercy, the 


faithfulness and the sovereignty of 


Godin their advancement. When 
they find, that they have evidence 
of progress in religion and are ex- 
cited by such evidence to praise 
God for his grace, and still to ad- 
vance in religion, then their con- 
duct is right ; their condition is 
happy; and their prospects are 
pleasant and glorious. But there 
is nothing right in real christians, 
unless they advance in knowledge. 
holiness, usefulness and happiness. 
Let every christian, then, be able 
truly to say, in respect to advance- 
ment in religion, ‘+ T’his one thing 
I do” 





: ‘e 
; * 
& 

ay 














Re ee ” Ba a nil 
ee pk ett Biting A apne tt Ss 







































4 

4 
end 
3 
7 
vat 
BS 
és 


<3 

ae 
a 
a 

“ 

> 

4 

; 1 
i 





“ - . ™ 2 por ee eS cal 
Se ee neh y Pig ote Rs ae Ae 
Se. OS 1 yl soak sh ee sea Tyr eT a en pas rc cee aL ts 2 

PASE So ava Sats OM BB 653 Rem Re ts A as eee 1G, PRES OD 


THE GOSPEL ITS OWN WITNESS TO THOSE 
WHO EMBRACE IT. 


No. I. . 
INTRODUCTION. 


There is reason to believe, that 
there has never been, since the 
world began, a time, in which 
a greater variety of religious de- 
nominations, and a greater diver- 
sity of religious opinions existed, 
under a profession of the gospel, 
than do exist at the present day. 
To say nothing of the Grecian and 
Romish churches, there are in the 
Profestant countries many that 
say, | am of Luther; I am of Cal- 
vin; Lam of Arminius; I am of 
Socinus; I am of Barclay ; | am 
of Swedenborg ; I am of Priestley ; 
I am of Wesley; I am of Relley. 
If we attend to the variety of de- 
nominations, and the diversity of 
opinions, which exist among re- 
ligious professors, in these United 
States, especially in New-England, 
and almost in every town and par- 
ish, we might be induced to imag- 
ine that we were in the land of 
Shinar, and not far from * the city 
and the tower, which the children 
of men builded.” All these buil- 
ders and babblers are equally 
zealous and active, noisy and bold. 
The professors of every sect, of 
every name, and every notion, 
appear to be equally confident, 
that the top of their city and tow- 
er will reach unto heaven. They 
profess to believe the gospel of 
the grace of God; they profess to 
be the disciples of the Lord Jesus 
Christ ; and they profess to re- 








The Gospel vs own Witness to those who embrace i. 53 


ceive the holy scriptures for the 
foundation of their faith and prac- 
tice. But if the opinions and prac- 
tices ot the various professors of 
the gospel are founded on the 
scriptures, the scriptures are in- 
consistent and contradictory. Shall 
we, then, renounce the scriptures, 
on account of the variety of de- 
nominations, and the diversity of 
opinions, which exist among re- 
ligious professors ?—At a certain 
time, when the Lord Jesus Christ 
was on earth, many of ‘his pro- 
fessed disciples, on account of bis 


doctrines, ‘* went back and walked . 


no more with him. Then said 
Jesus unto the twelve, will ye al- 
so go away? Then Simon Peter 
answered him, Lord, to whom 
shall we go? Thou hast the words 
of eternal life. And we believe 
and are sure, that thou art that 
Christ, the Son of the living God.” 
The apostles were satisfied, that 
Christ was the promised Messiah ; 
that his doctrines were true ; and 
that they who embraced his doc- 
trines, would be conducted to eter- 
nal happiness. And they were 
convinced and assured, that there 
was no medium between embrac- 
ing the gospel, which Christ 
taught, and despairing of salva- 
tion. Such a conviction and as- 
surance were not peculiar to the 
apostles,but common toall persons, 
who truly embrace the gospel.— 
For they, who truly embrace the gos- 
pel, are assured that there is no 
other way of salvation. 

This sentiment, which is now 
introduced to the attention and 
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54 An Explanation of the Gospel. 


consideration of the readers of the 
Christian Magazine, it is proposed 
to illustrate in the following num- 
bers of this communication. 


No. IIL. 


AN EXPLANATION OF THE GOSPEL. 


By the gospel is meant the 
scheme of grace, which God has 
revealed in the scriptures for the 
salvation of sinners through the 
death of Jesus Christ. ‘That the 
gospel is a scheme of grace is 
abundantly evident from the whole 
system of divine truth, as well as 
from particular declarations in the 
scriptures. In the midst of dan- 
gers and afflictions, the apostle 
says, ** None of these things move 
me, neither do I count my life 
dear unto myself, so that I might 
finish my course with joy, and the 


ministry which I have received of 


the Lord Jesus, to testify the gos- 
pel of the grace of God.” To 
the saints at Ephesus, he says, 
once and again, “* By grace ye are 
saved.’ And of himself, he says, 
« By the grace of God | am what 
Iam.” Now grace consists in the 
exercise and expression of good- 
ness in favor of sinful and guilty 
creatures. The gospel is a scheme 
of grace, as it is the plan, which 
God has formed in his wisdom and 
goodness for the salvation of sin- 
ners, who are as guilty as they 
are sinful, and deserve his wrath 
and curse forever. Since all man- 
kind are sinful and guilty creat- 
ures, God could not, consistently 
with his goodness, save human 
beings from the pains of endless 


death, without such a propitiation, 
as should manifest and exalt his 
justice, as well as his grace in 
their salvation. 

That God might be just in their 
salvation, he has given his Son to 
die on the cross for sinners. But 
without such a sacrifice to his jus- 
tice and such an atonement for sin, 
as God has made by the death of the 
Lord Jesus Christ upon the cross, 
he could not have saved a single 
person from the curse of the law. 
The doctrine of atonement through 
the death of Christ upon the cross 
is, therefore, a fundamental and 
essential doctrine of the gospel.— 
For without this atonement no hu- 
man being could have been saved 
from endless punishment. 


But the atonement of Jesus 
Christ and the offer of life through 
his death do not secure the sal- 
vation of a single person. For 
sinners hate Christ with perfect 
hatred and despise the offer of 
life through hisdeath. Therefore 
God has, in the scheme of divine 
grace for the salvation of sinners, 
made provision for their sanctifi- 
cation, as well as for their justfica- 
tion. According to the gospel, the 
Holy spirit, by his special and 
powerful influence, causes sinners 
to repent and turn to God through 
Jesus Christ, and to believe and 
obey his holy requirements. But 
without this divine influence every 
human being, in full view of heav- 
en and hell, and of the death of 
Christ upon the cross, and of the 
offer of salvation through his blood, 
would reject the counsel of God 
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against himself and perish forever. 
The doctrine of sanctification 
through the special influence of 
the Holy Spirit is therefore a fun- 
damental and essential doctrine of 
the gospel. For without this in- 
fluence no human being would 
ever accept salvation from endless 
punishment. 

Again.—There is no reason to 
suppose, that God would have 
laid a foundation for the forgive- 
ness of sinners, or have made any 
provision for their sanctification, 
if he had not formed the purpose 
of redemption and determined 
what number and what persons he 
would save. Without such a di- 
vine purpose, it is certain that no 
human being ever would be saved 
from sin and death. But accord- 
ing to the gospel, God gave his 
Son such a number of the hu- 
man family, as he thought wisest 
and best to save, in the eternal 
counsel of his own will. ‘To this 
counsel is to be traced the media- 
tion and atonement of Jesus Christ, 
the repentance and sanctification 
of sinners by the Holy Spirit and 
the salvation of every person, 
who is saved from sin and woe in 
hell and raised to the holiness and 
happiness of heaven. The doc- 
trine of eternal, personal election 
is, therefore, a fundamental and 
essential doctrine of the gospel.— 
For without the purpose of God 
to save the elect, there would have 
been no atonement by the death 
of Christ, nor any sanctification by 
the Holy Spirit, nor any salvation 
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for any human being from eternal 
punishment. 

The doctrines of election, atone- 
ment and sanctification are not on- 
ly fundamental and essential doc- 
trines of the gospel, but they are 
peculiar and the only peculiar 
doctrires of the gospel, in the 
strictest sense. All the other doc- 
trines of natural and revealed re- 
ligion might have been true, but 
these doctrines could not have 
been true, without the gospel of 
salvation. God might have exist- 
ed forever ; and he might have 
existed forever in the trinity of 
persons and the unity of his es- 
ence ; he might have decreed and 
caused all things ; and he might 
have caused sinful and guilty crea- 
tures to exist and perish forever, 
without the great purpose of re- 
demption. But with this purpose, 
God cannot save sinners without an 
atonement; nor with an atonement, 
can he save sinners without their 
sanctification. Yet both the atone- 
ment by the death of Christ, and 
the sanctification of sinners by the 
Holy Spirit, originate from the 
eternal purpose of the Father to 
redeem his chosen people. ‘To 
this purpose must be ascribed the 
salvation of sinners. If this pur- 
pose be obscured, or denied, the 
origin and foundation, the essence 
and glory of the gospel are obscur- 
ed and denied ; and nothing of God 
is truly seen in the gospel of his 
grace. If then we explain the 
gospel, according to its fundamen- 
tal, essential and peculiar doc- 
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trines, it is the eternal purpose of 
God to save the elect from endless 


ment of Jesus Christ, by the sanc- 
tification of the Holy Spirit. 


punishment, through the atone- JOHN. 
—p— 
EXTRACTS. 


THE RELIGIOUS EXPERIENCE OF PRESIDENT EDWARDS. 


I had a variety of concerns and 
exercises about my soul from my 
childhood; but had two more re- 
markable seasons of awakening 
before I met with that change by 
which I was brought to those new 
dispositions, and that sense of 
things that I have since had. The 
first time was when I was a boy, 
some years before I went to col- 
lege, at a time of remarkable 
awakening in my father’s congre- 
gation. Iwas then very much af- 
fected for many months, and con- 
cerned about the things of relig- 
ion, and my soul’s salvation ; and 
was abundantin duties. I used to 
pray five times a day in secret, 
and to spend much time in relig- 
ious talk with other boys, and us- 
ed to meet with them to pray to- 
gether. I experienced I know not 
what kind of delight in religion. 
My mind was much engaged in it, 
and had much self-righteous pleas- 
ure, and it was my delight to 
abound in religious duties. 1, with 
some of my school-mates joined 
together, and built a booth in a 
swamp, in a very secret and re- 
tired place, for a place of prayer. 
And besides, I had particular se- 
cret places of my own in the woods, 


where I used to retire by myself; 
and used to be from time to time 
much affected. My affections seem- 
ed to be lively and easily moved, 
and I seemed to be in my element 
when [| engaged in religious du- 
ties. And I am ready to think, 
many are deceived with such af- 
fections, and such a kind of de- 
light, as I then had in religion, 
and mistake it for grace. 

But, in process of time, my 
convictions and affections wore 
off, and! entirely lost all those af- 
fections and delights, and left off 
secret prayer, at least as to any 
constant performance of it, and 
returned like a dog to his vomit, 
and went on in ways of sin. 

Indeed I was at sometimes 
very uneasy, especially towards 
the latter part of the time of my 
being at college, till it pleased 
God, in my last year at college’ at 
a time when I was in the midst of 
many uneasy thoughts about the 
state of my soul, to seize me with 
a pleurisy; in which he brought 
me nigh to the grave, and shook 
me over the pit of hell. 

But yet it was not long after 
my recovery, before I fell again 
into my old waysofsin. But God 
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would not suffer me to go on with 
any quietness, but I had great and 
violent inward struggles; until af- 
ter many conflicts with wicked in- 
clinations, and repeated resolu- 
tions, and bonds that I laid myself 
under by a kind of vows to God, 
I was brought wholly to break off 
all former wicked ways, and all 
ways of known outward sin, and 
to apply myself to seek my salva- 
tion, and practice the duties of re- 
ligion; but without that kind of 
affection and delight that I had for- 
merly experienced. My concern 
now wrought more by inward 
struggles and conflicts, and self-re- 
flections. 1 made seeking my sal- 
vation the main business of my 
life. But yet it seems to me, I 
sought after a miserable manner, 
which has made me sometimes 
since to question, whether ever it 
issued in that which was saving; 
being ready to doubt, whether 
such miserable seeking was ever 
succeeded. But yet 1 was brought 
to seek salvation in a manner that 
I never was before. | felt a spir- 
it to part with all things in the 
world for an interest in Christ.— 
My concern continued and prevail- 
ed, with many exercising thoughis 
and inward struggles; but yet it 
never seemed to be preper to ex- 
press my concern that | had by 
the name of terror. 

From my childhood up, my mind 
had been wont to be full of objec- 
tions against the doctrine of God’s 
sovereignty, in choosing whom he 
would to eternal life, and reject- 
ing whom he pleased, leaving 
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them eternally to perish, and be 
everlastingly tormented in hell.— 
It used to appear like a horrible 
doctrine tome. But I remember 
the time very well, when I seem- 
ed to be convinced, and fully sat- 
isfied, as to the sovereignty of 
God, and his justice in thus eter- 
nally disposing of men, according 
to his sovereign pleasure. But 
never could give an account, how, 
or by what means, I was thus con- 
vinced; notin the least imagining, 
in the time of it, nor a long time 
atter, that there was any extraor- 
dinary influence of God’s Spirit in 
it; but only that now I saw fur- 
ther, and my reason apprehended 
the justice and reasonableness of 
it. However, my mind rested in 
it, and it put an end to all those 
cavils and objections that had till 
then abode with me all the pre- 
ceding part of my life. And there 
has been a wonderful alteration in 
my mind, with respect to the doc- 
trine of God’s sovereignty, from 
that day to this, so that I scarce 
ever have found so much as 
the rising of an objection against 
God’s sovereignty, in the most ab- 
solute sense, in showing mercy to 
whom he will show mercy, and 
hardening and eternally damning 
whom he will. God’s absolute 
sovereignty and justice, with res- 
pect to salvation and damnation, 
is what my mind seems to rest as- 
sured of, as much as of any thing 
that I see with my eyes; at least 
it is so at times. But | have of- 
tentimes since that first conviction, 
had quite another kind of sense of 
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God’s sovereignty than I had then. 
I have often since, not only hada 
conviction, but a delightful con- 
viction. The doctrine of God’s 
sovereignty has very often ap- 
peared an exceeding pleasant, 
bright, and sweet doctrine to me: 
and absolute sovereignty is what lI 
love to ascribe to God. 


—_—»>>---- 


A RELATION OF RELIGIOUS EXPERIENCE. 


During the uncommon attention 
to religion in » | was led by 


the examples of other persons, to 
attend the meetings ; but I do not 
remember that my mind was par- 
ticularly affected by religious sub- 
jects. After that time my mind 
was sometimes a little impressed 
about my unhappy and danger- 


ous condition, as I had no reason 
to suppose | was ina state of 
friendship and favor with God.— 
In the month ‘of last January, by 
means of asermon on these words, 
“ Repent, therefore, of this thy 
wickedness and pray God, if per- 
haps the thought of thine heart 
may be forgiven thee ; for I per- 
ceive that thou art in the gall of 
bitterness and in the bond of iniq- 
uity,” my mind was really awak- 
ened about my conduct and state. 
I saw and felt that I was in the 
gall of bitterness and in the bond 
of iniquity. I felt that I was con- 
demned by the law of God, and 
that he was greatly and justly an- 
gry with me for my sinful conduct. 
I was led to attend to my own 
heart and I found that my heart 


was nothing but sin and wholly 
opposed to God and his law. | 
began to read the Bible with con- 
cern, but it gave me no comfort 
nor relief. I attempted to pray, 
but I felt that God would not hear 
me, because I was praying with a 
sinful heart, and my attempts to 
pray were wholly selfish. Relig- 
ious instruction gave me no relief. 
It was wholly against me and in- 
creased my distress. In reading 
Baxter’s call to the unconverted, 
I found something to this purpose. 
Ministers are willing to have per- 
sons goto them about their religious 
concerns, but sinners are not wil- 
ling to go for instruction. On this 
I thought 1 would go to our minis- 
ter. I found that he was willing 
and ready to converse with me.— 
He appeared to understand the 
state of my mind and to be inter- 
ested for my salvation. But his 
intructions and prayers gave me 
norelief. They vroducedagreat- 
erconviction of my wickedness and 
misery and increased my distress. 
When he prayed that God would 
have mercy on me for his own sake, 
my heart rose against the petition. 
I had no desire that God would 
save me for hissake. All my de- 
sire was that he would save me 
for my own sake. Hence I was 
led to see, that I was wholly sel- 
fish and sinful in all my distress a- 
bout myself. Though | knew | 
was wholly sinful in my prayers, 
yet I was displeased with God be- 
cause he would not hear me, 
while I regarded iniquity in my 
heart. The dealings of God with 












me seemed hard and I wished 
that there was no God to deal 
with me. My whole heart rose 
against him. I wished I had nev- 
er been boro. I would gladly have 
exchanged situations with the 
meanest brute. I felt condemn- 
ed for my abuse of religious privi- 
leges, and felt that it would have 
been better for me if I had been 
a heathen. I was convinced that 
I ought to submit to God, but I 
supposed if 1 did, he would cer- 
tainly condemn me and not save 
me. I thought that if 1 knew he 
would save me, I would submit to 
him at any time. Bat | could not 
bear to submit to him, while I was 
under the curse of his law and sub- 
ject to his dreadful wrath. Such 
were my views and feelings, until, 
as I believe, in the month of April 
I saw and felt, that God would 
be holy, just and good in my con- 
demnation and destruction. In 
view of his character I felt willing 
to be in his hands without know- 
ing what he would do with me.— 
My mind was turned from myself. 
In view of God I was relieved, 
aud was pleased and rejoiced, that 
he would be glorified whatever 
might become of me. I saw and 
knew that he is good in the de- 
struction as well as in the salvation 
of sinners. My prayer then was, 
that God would save me for his 
own sake. I felt ashamed of my 
conduct in being so much con- 
cerned about myself while I had 
no regard to the glory of God.— 
In view of God I saw my own vile- 
ness and abhorred myself. I had 
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yet no hope that I should be sav- 
ed; nor any thought that I had 
experienced a saving change. I 
appeared more sinful and hateful 
to myself than ever I did before. 
My mind was turned about this 
time to Jesus Christ and to the 
way of salvation through him.— 
He appeared altogether lovely 
and glorious in his person, in his 
conduct, and in his death for sin- 
ners. My heart seemed turned 
to him with supreme love, though 
he should never save me. My 
mind was so turned from myself, 
that I had little concern or thought 
whether [ had become a christian 
and should be saved. By relig- 
ious conversation I was led to 
think more about the change in 
my views and feelings ; and for a 
number of months I have had a 
little hope, that I may have pass- 
ed froin death unto life. Relig- 
ious instruction has been comfort- 
ing and pleasing to me. I was 
particularly pleased with a ser- 
mon on these words, “* My coun- 
sel shall stand and [ will do all my 
pleasure.” ‘The sovereign pur- 
pose and pleasure of God seem to 
be the support and joy of my 
heart. Iam sensible, that I ought 
to live wholly to God and not to 
myself. For some time I have 
thought of making a public pro- 
fession of religion. And it now 
appears to be my duty to offer 
myself before God and this assem- 
bly to his service and to the fel- 
lowship of his church and people. 


I cannot make this public and sol- 


emn offer of myself to God with- 
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out fear and trembling for my fut- 
ure conduct in this sinful, chang- 
ing and trying world, and with an 
heart that is deceitful above all 
things and desperately wicked. I 
do therefore request the prayers 
of real christians to God for me. 
My life, at longest, must be short. 
In view of life and death and all 
things, it is, if I do not deceive 
myself, my comfort and joy that 
God in all things will be glorified. 


-—~— 


A GOOD STYLE. 


‘Our English translation of the 
Bible is simple in its language, 
and wholly free from affectation. 
The words that are used, are 
pure English; and there is not a 
phrase, which swells into bombast. 
The most sublime sentiments are 
expressed with perfect simplicity. 
Let a single instance be selected 
from hundreds, which might be 
mentioned. Were an_ inferior, 
pedantic writer to have represent- 
ed the grand idea of God’s creat- 
ing light, after laboring and swel- 
ling, like the frog in the fable, he 
might, perhaps, have expressed 
it in the following manner :— 
“ Deity gave command, that light, 
the fair first-born of nature, should 
spring into existence ; and by his 
almighty fiat, light instantly ush- 
ered forth from the womb of eter- 
nal darkness and illuminated the 
Opaque terrestrial ball with its 
glorious effulgence.” But in the 
Bible the idea is expressed with 


perfect ease.—-¢ God said, let there 
be light, and there was light.” 
Real sublimity consists in noble 
thoughts, and not in the use of 
great words. Whena writer or 
speaker is thought to be sublime, 
because he abounds in words and 
phrases, that are uncommon and 
labored, it is as ridiculous an 
absurdity as for a boy, who 
walks on stilis, to think himself 
taller than a man. Any polish 
of stylé, or arrangement of pe- 
riods, which obscures the sense, 
is a real blemish in composition ; 
though some half-learned persons 
may admire it as a beauty. We 
read or hear, not for the sound of 
words, but for instruction and 
knowledge. Hence, that is the 
best style, which conveys thoughts 
in the fewest words, and with the 
greatest plainness. ‘lhe language 
of the scriptures, in our common 
translation, is concise and clear. 
It is the perfection of style to 
speak or write in such a manner, 
that the thoughts and not the 
words engage and fix our atten- 
tion. When we read the Bible, 
while the thoughts strike our 
minds, we scarcely notice the 
words. But a bad style turns the 
attention to itself and not to the 
sentiment. Every attempt to em- 
bellish correct and noble thoughts 
by florid language, debases and 
obscures the subject. As well 
might one attempt to varnish the 
colors of the rainbow, as to adorn 
sublime sentiments by fine words. 
The language of the Bible is an 
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excellent model for youth. Af- 
fected language is as disgustful as 
affected manners and dress. “For 
language is the dress of thought.” 
Now youth, who are ambitious to 
excel, are apt, through a desire 
to distinguish themselves, to as- 
sume an affected language ; or to 


_ make their style glitter with or- 


naments. Their style ought, there- 
fore, to be formed at first upon a 
model of perfect and beautiful sim- 
plicity. 

The tracts of Dr. Franklin have 
been read with eagerness and de- 
light, for the simplicity of his lan- 
guage, as well as for his good 
sense. And how artless are the 
writings of Washington, whose 
manly thoughts are expressed in 
words, which children may under- 
stand. It is sufficient only to men- 
tion, that Addison and Swift, who 
have obtained the established rep- 
utation and distinction of English 
Classics, were remarkable for the 
easy and beautiful simplicity of 
their language. When youth are 
accustomed to a simple style, it 
will be easy to use judicious em- 
bellishments on proper occasions. 
But if they form a habit of affec- 
tation in language, it will be hard 
to cure it. 

The style of the Bible is, espec- 
ially, a complete model of pulpit 
language. This will be instantly 
allowed by competent judges in 
respect to prayer: and it would 
be easy to show that preaching 
looses a degree of its force, when- 
ever the preacher departs from 
the style of the sacred scriptures. 
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When you hear it said of a preach- 
er, “ He uses a pretty, or a grand 
style,” you may fear that his ser- 
mon has done little good. It may 
have pleased the fancy; but it 
has not awakened the conscience. 
The truths of the gospel are sol- 
emn and weighty. They admit of 
no decorations. To load divine 
truth with ornaments, is to ob- 
scure its beauty and blunt its force. 
The spirit and weight of divine 
truth can be conveyed only in the 
style of the Bible, which is both 
simple and pungent. The preach- 
er, who uses the style of the Bi- 
ble, will be easily understood by 
every hearer. Nor will the hear- 
ers even think of his words; they 
will see his thoughts. 

There are two sorts of elo- 
quence ; though one scarcely de- 
serves the name. It consists chief- 
ly in labored and polished periods, 
curious and artificial arrangement 
of figures, tinselled with gaudy em- 
bellishments ; but it conveys lit- 
tle light to the mind. This kind 
of eloquence is affected and ad- 
mired by persons of a weak judg- 
ment and vicious taste, who have 
no richness nor vigor of sentiment. 


It is a vain and foolish eloquence, | 


and has ever been esteemed be- 
low great and real geniuses. The 
other sort of eloquence is directly 
opposite. It is the natural ex- 
pression of clear and correct sen- 
timents in pure and simple lan- 
guage. The subject always guides 
and governs the language of the 
person, who is truly eloquent.— 
His words express his thoughts.— 

































Sl a a a en a 


ess 1“ Pee 


ing 
es ea 


EPPA “Meet germ 
_— 


ae YC REE KEENE AR DE 
anal Beenie : 


DS De RRR BET te 


it re as 














62 Plan of the Jewish Settlement. 


And his thoughts arise in the or- 


. der and beauty, in the majesty 


and simplicity of truth. 
-— 
PLAN OF THE JEWISM SETTLEMENT. 


We are gratified to learn from 
the number of Israel’s Advocate 
for February, that the Directors 
of the American Society for meli- 
orating the condition of the Jews 
have come to a decision as to the 
plan of their future operations — 
It appears that the project, orig- 
inally contemplated, of an exten- 
sive colony in the interior of the 
state of New-York, has been aban- 
doned, as too expensive, and the 
views of the Directors are now 
limited to the purchase of a tract 
of land of 5 or 6,000 acres, as the 
site of the intended Jewish settle- 
ment. The purchase has not yet 
been made, but it has been ascer- 
tained that land in abundance of a 
good quality, and well suited for 
the purpose, can be obtained ; and 
from the intelligence and caution 
of the committee appointed by the 
Directors to make the selection, 
it cannot be doubted that the pur- 
chase will be a judicious one. Un- 
til the land is procured, such Jews 
as may from time to time come to 
this country, are to be provided 
with accommodations at some 
place in the neighborhood of this 
city, where they are to reside as 
one family, at the expense of the 
society. 

The following is the plan of the 
contemplated settlement as re- 
ported by the committee. 


PLAN. 


I, The object of the society is, 
to invite and receive, from any 
part of the world, such Jews as 
do already profess the Christian 
religion, or are desirous to receive 
Christian instruction, to form them 
into a settlement, and to furnish 
them with the ordinances of the 
gospel, and with such employ- 
ment in the settlement as shall be 
assigned them. 

Il. The Jews who come to the 
settlement are to be principally 
emplvuyed in agricultural and me- 
chanical operations. 

Il]. In order to facilitate this 
object, the Board shall procure as 
much land as will afford a site for 
the necessary buildings, and the 
contemplated mechanical and ag- 
ricultural operations. 

IV. In order to afford the emi- 
grants suitable religious instruc- 
tion, a minister of the gospel shall 
be procured by the Board, whose 
duty it shall be to act as the gen- 
eral superintendent of the settle- 
ment. 

V. A schoolmaster shall be pro- 
vided, to teach the children and 
youth such branches of the differ- 
ent sciences as may fit them’ for 
becoming intelligent, respectable, 
and useful members of society. 

VI. Theological instruction shall 
be provided in the settlement for 
such youth of piety and talent 
among the Jewish converts, as it 
may be deemed expedient to have 
qualified for becoming ministers 9f 
the gospel or missionaries. 





























VII. On the contemplated set- 
tlement, a farm shall be stocked, 
and furnished with suitable imple- 
ments of husbandry. The pro- 
duce of the farm shall be consid- 
ered common stock for the sup- 


port of the different members of 


the settlement ; and an experi- 
enced farmer shall be placed 
thereon to manage its concerns. 

VIII. All the members of the 
settlement are to be considered as 
a band of brethren, governed by 
the laws of our divine Redeemer, 
and associated together for the 
purpose of aiding each other in 
the concerns of the life that now 
is, and of that which is to come ; 
and ifany of the emigrants should 
act inconsistently with their pro- 
fession, the Board reserve to them- 
selves the right, at any time, to 
remove them; lest by their im- 
proper conduct they should cor- 
rupt the morals of the other mem- 
bers of the settlement. 

The committee have not enter- 
ed into the details of the internal 
regulations of the settlement.— 
Many of these must necessarily be 
left to circumstances and experi- 
ence. They have contented them- 
selves with submitting a general 
plan, which may form the basis of 
future operation, and which may 
be expanded and improved, as the 
necessities of our Jewish brethren 
may require, and the means of the 
society will admit. 

A copy of this plan is to be sent 
to Count Von der Reeke with a 
request that he would act as the 
agent of the Board in making it 
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known in Germany, in ascertain- 
ing the names, numbers, and cir- 
cumstances of Jews who may wish 
to come to the settlement, in form- 
ing societies to defray their ex- 
pences, and generally, in calling 
the attention of the religious pub- 
lic in Germany to the objects of 
the society. 

As land suited for the purposes 
of the intended settlement cannot 
be procured for less than 4 or 5 
dollars an acre, and as the pur- 
chase of 5,000 acres is contem- 
plated, several thousand dollars 
will be required to enable the 
Board to commence their opera- 
tions free from embarrassment.— 
The friends of the Society will, 
therefore, perceive the necessity 
for continuing and increasing their 
efforts.—.New-York Observer. 


ANECDOTE, 


A pious Divine had prayed ear- 
nestly many years that God would 
be pleased to send him a man to 
teach him the perfect way of 
truth. One morning, he was told 
in a dream to go to the church, 
where he would find an instruc- 
tor in the way of truth. When he 
came to the church door, he found 
a man in rags, to whom he wished 
a good morning. “I never hada 
bad morning,” replied the poor 
«“ That is singular; I wish 
“1 was 
Te | 


man. 
you always fortunate.” 
never unfortunate,” said he. 


wish you always happy,” said the 
“¢] was never unhappy,” 


divine. 
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said the other. “ I wish,” said the 
divine, “ you would explain your 
meaning. ‘ That I will cheerful- 
lv do,” replied the poor man. “1 
said that I never had a bad morn- 
ing; for every morning, if I am 
pinched with hunger, I praise God. 
If it is rain, or snow, or hail, 
whether the day is serene or tem- 
pestuous, I praise God, and there- 
fore I never have a joyless morn- 
ing. If I am miserable in out- 
ward circumstances, and despised, 
1 still praise God. You wished 
me to be fortunate; but I cannot 
be unfortunate, because nothing 
befals me but according to the will 
of God; and | believe his will is 
always good in what he does, or 
promises to be done. You wish- 
ed me always happy; but I can- 
not be unhappy, because my will 
is always resigned to the will of 
God.” “ But what would you say, 
if God should thrust you down to 
hell?” « I have two arms, humility 
and love, with which I would hold 
fast my incarnate God and Savior, 
and not let him go; and [| would 
rather be in hell with God, than 
in heaven without him.” 

The divine, astonished at the 
poor man’s answers, asked him 
whence he came. ‘1 came from 
God.” Where did you find him?” 
“Where I left the world.”— 
“Where did you leave him ?”— 
‘With the pure in heart,” “ What 
are you!” “lam aking.” “Where 
is your kingdom?” ‘In my own 
heart. I have learned to rule my 
appetites and passions, and that is 
better than to govern any king- 


Correspondents. 


dom in the world.” “ How were 
you brought into this happy con- 
dition?” By silence, spiritual 
meditation, and union with God. 
Nothing below God could satisfy 
my desires. I have now found 
him, and in him I have found 
peace and rest.” 


— 


ORDINATION. 


The Rev. James O. Barney was 
on the 4th inst. ordained over the 
Congregational Church and Socie- 
ty in Seekonk, Mass. The Intro- 
ductory Prayer by the Rev. Mr. 
Fisk, of Wrentham ; the Sermon 
by the Rev. Dr. Park, of Brown 
University, from Psalm CII, 16. 
When the Lord shall build up Zion, 
he shall appear in his glory. ‘The 
Consecrating Prayer by the Rey. 
Mr. Clark, of Norton; the Charge 
by the Rev. Mr. Wilson, of Provi- 
dence ; the Righthand of Fellow- 


ship by the Rev. Mr. Wood, of 


Barrington ; and the Concluding 


Prayer by the Rev. Mr. Ide, of 


Medway. 


rr 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
Eubulus is under consideration. 


Luther has much merit ; but is not 
written with sufficient accuracy. 


The Conclusion of a New-Year’s Ser- 
mon, is received—and could it retain 
that importance and beauty, which it 
received from the character of the 
preacher, when delivered, it should be 
inserted in our pages. 


Experiens is received, but in the pres- 
ent state of our work, we think it best 
to defer its insertion. 


No communication, whatever be its 
merits, can be inserted unless it be 
written with sufficient accuracy to go 
to the press without being transcribed. 


It cannot be expected, that commu- 
nications which are not legible should 
be printed, 














